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mni num and the maxi mum  So a judge can sentence somebody under
a I% fterll otny to ten years, period. Theycan do that. The judge
can do at.

SENATOR L. JOHNSON:  Right.

SENATORCHAMBERS: So what are you t al king about when the
sentence is really less than ten years? Isn't this,jagain

iving the appearance that the Legislature is getting tough on
rugs, and yet we are not really doing anything?

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: Vell, | think in the final analysis,
Senator Chambers, would it not also be true that the judge has
that ability to set that penalty within the realns of this?

SENATOR CHANBERS: Yes, and he has t'he power, he or shehas the
power under all of the classifications below that down to a
Class 111 felony because the maximumis 50 years. judges can
sentence up to 50 years right now and they are not doing It. So
what makes you think by putting this language in the law and
then giving the speeches that are being given on the floor here
today that these judges are going to give gifferent sentences
than they are giving now? what nakes you think that?'

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: | guess by our own interpretation of it, o
at least mine, on this particular amendnent that is offered,
does indicate to those people, not only the offenders, put to

those who work on the sentences that we feel that this is gp
i nsidious crine using youth under 18 years of age.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Wel |, what difference does what we feel about

it have to do with what a judge is going to actually give 55 4
sentence because by setting these existing punishnents, gz
Class IB felony, whichis two levels pelow the one you are
tal king about, has a maxinmumof 50 years. nNowajudge right now
can give a stiffer sentence than under what you are talking
about, 10 years to life. Right now he can give up to 50 years,

he can give a sixteen and two-thirds to life, andthat would be
more than a flat 10 years ypder the Class IB which is the
stiffest penalty you are talking about. |t goesn't make sense

but | amnot going to keep asking you questions. | am on
time, and then you can respond to it, but | wanted enough SEGt
there for you to see what | amtal king about. Nembers of the

legislature, there are some judges who have conmon sense and
t hey know that nothing happens in a vacuum that the Legislature
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